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Hardcastle Mill House, (Brick Wall Landing)

Architectural Survey File

This is the architectural survey file for this MIHP record. The survey file is organized reverse-
chronological (that is, with the latest material on top). It contains all MIHP inventory forms, National
Register nomination forms, determinations of eligibility (DOE) forms, and accompanying documentation
such as photographs and maps.

Users should be aware that additional undigitized material about this property may be found in on-site
architectural reports, copies of HABS/HAER or other documentation, drawings, and the “vertical files” at
the MHT Library in Crownsville. The vertical files may include newspaper clippings, field notes, draft
versions of forms and architectural reports, photographs, maps, and drawings. Researchers who need a
thorough understanding of this property should plan to visit the MHT Library as part of their research
project; look at the MHT web site (mht.maryland.gov) for details about how to make an appointment.

All material is property of the Maryland Historical Trust.
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Brick Mill Landing or Hardcastle Mill House Circa 1790
Ridgely

Private

Standing on the edge of a dirt road near the Choptank River
north of Denton is the brick house associated with Hardcastle's
Mill. It is a small dwelling with the same fenestration as Castle-
bury on the adjoining farm. Its facade is laid in Flemish bond and
has a sophisticated Federal string course.

"This house stands on part of a tract called Sayer's Addition,
the part re-patented under the name Luck by Chance (1787). 1In 1797
Luck by Chance was purchased by John Hardcastle of Caroline County,
son of Thomas Hardcastle. A deed of 1802 (Caroline County Land Records)
mentioned John's grist mill. In the accounting of the disposition
of his estate in 1816, his brick mill house is mentioned." (Horsey, E.F.,
Origins of Caroline County, Vol. II, at printer)
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Hardcastle Mill House is lacated on River Road approximately
seven-tenths of a mile north of Holsinger Lane near Ridgely in
Caroline County. Built along the Choptank River, it is a small
Federal style house depicting the affluence of a miller during the
late eighteenth and early nineteenth century.

The house is two storys with a gable roof and interior chimneys
at both ends. The east facade is three bays with a three brick
string course (in which the uppermost bricks protrude beyond the
bottom two rows) between the storys. This facade has a central door
way with newer two over two pane sash windows in the other bays.

The windows and door have flat arch brick lintels. There is a box
cornice with a serpentine molding. The molding continues along the
eaves of the end gables and has a wood arch trim at the corners.

The gable ends both had two casement windows which have been bricked
in. The side and rear facades are of common bond, with windows in
all bays on the rear facade and a door has been inserted in the south
gable end. A one story screened porch extends across the east facade.
The interior has a two room plan.

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Hardcastle Mill House is a fine example of the Federal style
as applied on a small scale in this region. The house contains
some refined details but generally presents a provincial appear-
ance and retains country characteristics such as the two room
floor plan, Built by a miller named Hardcastle, it reflects the
status that millers held in the community.

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
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The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA,

1974 Supplement.

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe-
ment of individual property rights.
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